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About the project 

 

The BILAT-USA project aims to increase awareness towards EU-U.S. Science and Technology cooperation 

through setting up a sustainable, knowledge-based and bi-regional dialogue platform between S&T key 

players as well as stakeholders from the EU-Member States, Associated Countries and from the U.S. The 

project is funded by the European Union’s Capacities Programme on International Cooperation under 

the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Cooperation.  

More detailed information can be found on the project website: 

http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/bilat-usa   
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Executive Summary  

 

Work package 3 ´Increase Collaboration and Support for Participation in the FP´ is dedicated to increase 

the participation of researchers and research institutions from the U.S. through targeted actions 

addressing main activities of FP7. Its main objectives are to bring U.S. and EU researchers and 

technology transfer firms together in order to support exchange of ideas, to facilitate formation of new 

partnerships and to advance the frontier research in thematic area of nanotechnology, which is explicitly 

mentioned in the S&T agreement between the EU and U.S. and also in the Work Programme as strategic 

areas of mutual interest. BILAT-USA therefore participated in the ‘Safe implementation of 

nanotechnologies’ workshop, between 29 and 31 May 2012 in Grenoble, France. This three-day 

workshop was jointly organized by EU FP7, the NanoSafety cluster and SIINN. The SIINN ERA-NET 

promotes the safe and rapid transfer of European research results in nanoscience and nanotechnology 

into industrial applications. The workshop was open to FP7 EU project coordinators and gave a complete 

overview of the entire portfolio of projects on the safe implementation of nanotechnologies in the FP7. 

The participants set up a roadmap to foster the transnational development of nanotechnologies in 

Europe.  

 

Discussions and Outcomes  

 

‘Safe implementation of nanotechnologies: Common challenges’ took place on 29-31 May 2012 in 

Grenoble, France. The event consisted of the NanoSafety Cluster meeting – The U.S.-EU Dialogue, 

bridging nano EHS research.  

The European Commission and the US-NNCO are working close together to engage researchers, 

regulators, and granting entities in an active discussion on EHS research needs and identify research that 

would benefit from joint efforts to this aim. Annual workshops are being organized and Communities of 

Research (CoR) are being established. Communities of Research are formed by groups of people, sharing 

a significant interest in the field of nanosafety and interacting regularly to advance that interest.  

3 new EU-U.S. Communities of Research were formed during the NanoSafety Cluster meeting in 

Grenoble. Following the EC’s instructions the BILAT-USA project allowed 2 U.S. researchers to 

participate in the event: Nathan Baker from Washington, U.S. chair of the ‘Predictive Modelling for 

Human Health’ CoR and Lawrence Gibbs, U.S. chair of the ‘Risk management and control’ CoR.   

The main conclusion of the BILAT-USA participation at the NORDP conference was that the 
approximately 50 participating researchers from all over Europe and the U.S. got information on the 

project. 



 

BILAT-USA G.A. no 244434  6 

The participants were really inquisitive for the activities of the BILAT-USA project. After the presentation 

on BILAT-USA project given by Annamária Csányi several questions raised and also during the face-to 

face meeting participants expressed their interests. The 2 U.S. researchers appreciated very much the 

support of BILAT-USA. 
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Conference Documentation 

Appendix A: Complete Conference Program 
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Appendix B: Agenda 

The agenda of the NanoSafety Cluster meeting – The US-EU Dialogue, bridging nano EHS research is 

available via: 

http://www.nanosafetycluster.eu/uploads/files/pdf/NSC_Draft%20agenda%20_Grenoble_.pdf 

 

Appendix C: List of abbreviations 

Abbreviation Full-Term 

AAAS American Association for the Advancement of Science  

BILAT-USA Bilateral Coordination for the Enhancement and Development of S&T Partnerships between 

the European Union and the United States of America 

CoR Communities of Research 

EHS Environment, Health and Safety 

EU European Union 

FFG Austrian Research Promotion Agency (Österreichische Forschungsförderungsgesellschaft) 

FP(7) (Seventh) Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development 

NORDP National Organization of Research Development Professionals 

SIINN Safe Implementation of Innovative Nanoscience and Nanotechnology 

S&T Science & Technology 

TETALAP Tudományos és Technológiai Alapítvány (Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation) 

US-NNCO National Nanotechnology Coordination Office 

U.S. United States of America 

 


