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Executive summary 
 
Link2US deliverable 3.4, Workshop Reports, highlights three organised workshops 
on U.S. research and innovation programmes. These reports aim to provide insight 
into the awareness raising activities for European researchers on funding possibilities 
provided by U.S. research, along with innovation programmes for European-based 
scientists and organisations.  
 
On 9 June 2011, in Brussels, the second networking session, Opportunities for doing 
Health Research in Third Countries, took place. Under the auspices of the Open 
Information Day on FP7 Health Research, the session was part of a joint event of 
eight ACCESS4EU projects. Representatives of the participating countries presented 
the funding possibilities open for European researchers. The U.S. possibilities were 
presented by a representative of the U.S. Department of State, dr. David Bruce 
Conn. 91 attendees participated in the session, representing 33 countries worldwide.   
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 Workshop  
 

Background information 
 
On 9 June 2011, the European Commission (Research and Innovation DG - 
Directorate Health) organised an Open Information Day on FP7 Health research at 
the Charlemagne Commission Building in Brussels. This event presented the 
Seventh Framework Programme’s (FP7) Health 2012 call orientations and 
highlighted the priorities and specificities of the next Health call for proposals due to 
be published later in July.  
 
The programme consisted of plenary sessions and several parallel workshops 
providing insights into planned call topics. Guidance on how to participate in the 
following FP7 Health programmes was also given: Opportunities for SMEs, Focus on 
Clinical Trials, International Cooperation and Communicating EU Research.  
 
594 stakeholders from industry and academia and various information multipliers 
attended the open day and profited from networking and information exchange.  
 
Maíre Geoghegan-Quinn, the Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation 
opened the Conference stating: "Europe's drive to push research and innovation to 
the forefront of our economic and political priorities is our best way of getting jobs 
and growth that Europe badly needs, and of getting the answers to some of the 
biggest challenges we face, including the challenges to improve health and quality of 
life."  
 
Opportunities for doing Health research in Third Countries session was a satellite 
event for this information day. It was held in Crowne Plaza Europa Hotels between 
18:00 and 19:30 hour. This event informed about third country funding mechanisms 
that are accessible for European researchers doing health research in Australia, 
Canada, India, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, South Korea and the USA. The 
session was organised by eight Access4EU projects. 
 

Activity details 
 
Link2US project participated at the session in order to present the U.S. opportunities 
open for European researchers. Dr. David Bruce Conn, the representative of U.S. 
Department of State was invited to give an overview on the subject. He gave two 
presentations during the day. 
 
The first presentation was held in the frame of the Open Information Day, during the 
International Cooperation parallel session. Here short flash presentations were given 
by the representative of each country in order to highlight the evening session.  
 
Dr. Conn’s second presentation was held during the satellite event. Although the 
session officially started at 18:00, event participants had the opportunity to meet the 
representatives at dedicated ‘country tables’, to discuss the possibilities for 
cooperation beforehand. At 18.00h, after a quick welcome by Mr Ben Kubbinga 
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(Agency for the Promotion of European Research), Mr Philippe Froissard (European 
Commission, DG RTD, International Cooperation Projects) explained the rationale 
behind the Access4EU initiative. Then a series of eight 10-minute presentations was 
initiated. 
 
As countries followed each other in alphabetical order, Dr. David Bruce Conn was the 
last speaker. He described two funding types, the direct funding of EU investigators 
and subcontracting / indirect funding. He highlighted 7 programmes operated by 
National Institute of Health (NIH), in which researchers form the EU can participate 
directly. He also mentioned two programmes operated by the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), which do not support European researchers directly. He also 
called the attention of the audience to consult the website of the Link2US project and 
highlighted the catalogue about the funding programmes created within the project. 
 
After the presentations networking cocktails were served and the discussion 
continued at the country tables.  
 
91 attendees participated in the satellite event. They represented 33 countries from 
all over the world. 
 
During the Open Information Day and also before and after the ACCESS4EU session 
project information material (brochures, postcards and catalogues) was distributed. 
Aims and activities of Link2US project were discussed during the personal 
communication with the participants.    
 
Presentations of the ACCESS4EU session can be downloaded from:  
http://www.access4.eu/healthinfoday2011/  
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Conclusion 
 
The participants received an overview of  open funding possibilities in  third 
countries. Dr. David Bruce Conn’s presentation contained the most opportunities for 
EU researchers, due to the fact that NIH and the EC have opened their calls and give 
funding on reciprocal basis.   
 
The event is considered successful, because of the high number of participants. This 
is due to the fact that the event was organised with the support of the EC and was 
promoted together with the official Open Information Day. Combining the efforts of 
the ACCESS4EU projects made it possible to reach a wider audience. 
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Annex 1. Agenda of the event 
Annex 2. List of participants 
Annex 3. Article of the event 
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International Cooperation 

Opportunities for doing Health research in 
Third Countries 

Access4EU info-session 

 
9th

 of June 2010, Brussels 
Crowne Plaza Europa Hotels, rue de la Loi - 107 – Wetstraat 

Registration: 17.00h 

 
 
International cooperation in Health-research is key to creating the  European knowledge-
based economy. Though the 7th Framework Programme provides plenty of opportunities for 
researchers in and outside Europe, it is equally important to promote the possibilities of doing 
research under Third Country RTD programmes. Indeed, access to information on Third 
Country researchers, institutions and infrastructures is of crucial importance to further 
address issues of global importance – for instance when it comes to research on 
neurodegenerative diseases or obesitas. 
 
The aim of this Access4EU info-session is therefore to provide participants of the FP7 
Health infoday and brokerage event on 9 and 10 June with an overview of the opportunities 
in Health research that exist outside Europe. 
  
European researchers will thus not only have the opportunity to understand the importance 
of International Cooperation under FP7, but also to learn about the access possibilities to 
Third Country RTD programmes.  
 
Organisers: 8 ‘Access4EU’ projects that focus on the Australia, Canada, India, New 

Zealand, Russia, South Korea and the USA. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Contact: Caterina Buonocore (APRE, Health NCP) 

buonocore@apre.it  

 
Ben Kubbinga (APRE, ACCESS2CANADA) 
kubbinga@apre.it  
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Programme (1 June 2011) 
 

Time  Agenda  

18.00 
 

Introduction to the Access4EU initiative of the European 
Commission  

Mr Philippe Froissard, European Commission, DG RTD, International 
Cooperation 

18.10 
 

Opportunities in Australia 

Mr Gerd Ruecker, International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research at the Project Management Agency c/o 

German Aerospace Center (DLR) 

18.20 

 

 

Opportunities in Canada 

Ms Jean-Pierre Rodrigue. Canadian Institutes for Health Research 
(CIHR) 

18.30 
 

Opportunities in India 

Mr R.P. Singh, Center Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

18.40 
 

Opportunities in New Zealand 

Ms Karla Falloon, New Zealand Science and Technology Counsellor 

18.50 
 

Opportunities in Russia 

Ms Natalia Mielech, Inno Group 

19.00 
 

Opportunities in the South Africa 

Mr Daan du Toit, South Africa, Minister Counsellor (S&T) 

19.10 
 

Opportunities in South Korea 

Ms Sinéad Quigley, French National Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS) 

19.20 
 

Opportunities in the USA 

Mr David Bruce Conn, Ph.D., Office of International Health and 

Biodefense (OES/IHB) U.S. Department of State 

19.30  Questions 

  Networking cocktail 

--/--  Closure  
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  Last name First name 

1 Andersson Tony 

2 Andreta Ezio  

3 Beuf Armand 

4 Badawi Dalia 

5 Banzelyuk Egor 

6 Barghini Michele 

7 Barrow Cath 

8 Benediktsson Indridi 

9 Berkis Uldis 

10 Beuf Armand 

IST OF PARTICIPANTS 

session 18.00-19.30h, Brussels 9 June 2011 

PORTUNITIES FOR DOING HEALTH RESEARCH IN THIRD COUNTRIES

Organisation 

School of Health Sciences 

Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea 

European Commission 

Dasman Institute 

Moscow State University, Faculty of Fundamental 

Medicine 

Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea 

University of Manchester 

European Commission 

SRA NCP 

European Commission 

THIRD COUNTRIES 

Country 

Sweden 

Italy 

Belgium 

Kuwait 

Russia 

Italy 

UK 

Belgium 

Latvia 

Belgium 



11 Bodycombe Nick Cardiff University the United Kingdom 

12 Bolther  Jeanett Zaragoza Logistics Center Spain 

13 Boyce Katy  University of Manchester UK 

14 Buonocore Caterina  Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea Italy 

15 Burmanjer Robert  European Commission Belgium 

16 Camilo Joana GPPQ - IP7 Promotion Office IFCT Portugal 

17 Cavendar-Smith Kelly University of Manchester UK 

18 Chang Chung-Ming CHANG Gung University Taiwan 

19 Chiang Chun Chi Company Taiwan 

20 Chonkachornphong Duangkaew BIOTEC Thailand 

21 Conn David Bruce Office of International Health and Biodefense 

(OES/IHB) 

United States of 

America 

22 Corral Teresa Instituto de Carlos III Spain 

23 Desole Martina Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea Italy 

24 Di Maggio Diassina  Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea Italy 

25 Dixon Mike  University of Manchester UK 

26 Falloon Karla New Zealand Ministry of Science and Innovation New Zealand 

27 Ferguson Lynette University of Auckland New Zealand 



28 Philippe Froissard European Commission Belgium 

29 Garcia-Saez Gema Politechnic University of Madrid Spain 

30 Graage Frank Steinbeis Research Center Germany 

31 Groo Dora Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation Hungary 

32 Guirado Esther Fundacion PRogreso y Salud Spain 

33 Gustafsson Mikael Jonkoping University Sweden 

34 Hogan Stephane  European Commission Belgium 

35 Kalai Katalin Hungarian Science and Technology Foundation Hungary 

36 Kalantaryan Vitaly Yerevan State University Armenia 

37 Kavaliauske Monika Biocentras, JSC Lithuania 

38 Khaibullin Mervet Institute of Physiology Kazakhstan 

39 Kornak-

Kowalkowska 

Magdalena Institute of Mother and Child Poland 

40 Kubbinga Ben  Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea Italy 

41 Kuklina Irina International Centre for Innovations in 

Science,Technology and Education (ICISTE) 

Russia 

42 Liu Chun Hao Company Taiwan 

43 Pirc  Lothar Maharishi University of Management USA 



44 Malekkos George  Powersoft Computer Solutions Ltd Cyprus 

45 Marita Vanny National Innovation Council of the Rep. of Indonesia Indonesia 

46 Martin-bautista Elena Andalusian reigonal Ministry of Health Spain 

47 Mastrovic Zora MERU Holland 

48 McLaughlin Philomena University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield, England UK 

49 Meganck Wilfried master finance europe Belgium 

50 Schindler  Merrye ?   

51 Mielech Natalia INNOVA Europe Belgium 

52 Mishchuk Yamina IMBG-NAS Ukraine Ukraine 

53 Missoui Sasa Institute for Anthropological Research Croatia 

54 Monteau Sophie Andalusia Region Health System Spain 

55 Morgan Delyth Cardiff University the United Kingdom 

56 Murphy Rinki University of Auckland New Zealand 

57 Muttukrishua Shanthi University College Cork Ireland 

58 Boyko   Nadiya  Uzhhorod National University Ukraine 

59 Namorado Joana European Commission Belgium 

60 Palmberg Bodil Europa Media Hungary 



61 Pankowska Ewa Institute of Mother and Child Poland 

62 Parvanova Iana Bavarian Research Alliance Germany 

63 Peasso Gloria  Agenzia per la Promozione della Ricerca Europea Italy 

64 Perdikomati-

Dahmen 

Maria RWTH Aachen University Germany 

65 Petrea Iomeza Trimbos Institute Netherlands 

66 Quigg Robin  University of Otago, Wakefield Clinic New Zealand 

67 Quigley Sinead Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique France 

68 Rollet Vincent  Taiwan Health NCP/ Taipei Medical University Taiwan 

69 Ruecker Gerd International Bureau of the BMBF Germany 

70 Rukmadze Tamari National Cancer Centre of Georgia/ Tbilisi State 

University 

Georgia 

71 Schindler Merrye NHM??? USA 

72 Schneider Robert  Maharishi University of Management USA 

73 Seow Kah Tong WEI medicine (Germany) Germany 

74 Sharikadze Megi University Hospital Regensburg Germany 

75 Sharma Surbhi EIRC Consulting Private Ltd India 

76 Skprasertchai Wanichar National Science and Technology Development 

Agency 

Thailand 



77 Sordet Véronique Euresearch Switzerland 

78 Stubbs Richard University of Otago, Wakefield Clinic New Zealand 

79 Szkiladz Ewa IPPT Poland 

80 Taclibon Glenda Dorcas Department of Science and Technology Philippines 

81 Taratina Olesya Moscow State University, Faculty of Fundamental 

Medicine 

Russia 

82 Tirzite Dace Latvian Institute of Organic Synthesis Lithuania 

83 Vaitsas Constantine FORTH/Help-Forward Greece 

84 van der Lans Gerard FeyeCon the Netherlands 

85 Verbruggen Christophe Janssen Pharmaceutica NV Belgium 

86 Verschuren Gerard Eindhoven University of Technology The Netherlands 

87 Viter Roman  Odessa National II Mechnikov University Ukraina 

88 Walker Margaret European Association for the Study of the Liver 

(EASL) 

Switzerland 

89 Xaysombath Phouthanouthong National Authority for Science and Technology Lao PDR 

90 Yorobe Carol  Department of Science and Technology Philippines 

91 Zlateva Darena Medical Academy Bulgaria 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR DOING HEALTH RESEARCH IN 

THIRD COUNTRIES 
 

Access4EU info-sessions, Brussels 9 June 2011 
 
 

On 9 June 2011 two info-sessions took place in Brussels, both with the aim to promote the 

opportunities for European researchers of doing Health research in Third Countries.  

The first info-session was part of the official programme of the FP7 Health Infoday organised by the 

European Commission. During the parallel session on international cooperation (14.00-15.30h) 

chaired by Mr Indridi Benediktsson (European Commission, DG RTD, Directorate Health Horizontal Aspects and 

Coordination), representatives of 8 Third Countries presented the research and innovation programmes 

in their respective countries.  The countries represented were: Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, 

Russia, South Korea, South Africa and the United States of America. With 3-minute flash 

presentations, each speaker highlighted the opportunities for European researchers under these 

programmes. Close to 100 people from all over the world participated at this ‘teaser’ session, which 

also served to promote the evening session where ample time was reserved for networking. 

Left: Participants during the parallel session on International Cooperation. Right: Participants of the Health 

Infoday at the Access4EU information booth. (pictures Bodil Palmberg/EuropaMedia) 

 

Outside the conference hall (Room Jenkins), the participants of the Health Infoday were welcomed 

by an Access4EU–booth with brochures and other promotional materials of all the Access4EU 

projects.  

The second info-session was organised in cooperation with eight Access4EU projects at Crowne Plaza 

Europa Hotels. In total, over 90 people participated at this Access4EU dissemination and networking 

event. From 17.00h onwards, participants already had the opportunity to meet the country 

representatives at dedicated ‘country tables’ and discuss the possibilities for cooperation. At 18.00h, 

a series of eight 10-minute presentations was initiated. After a quick welcome by Mr Ben Kubbinga 

(Agency for the Promotion of European Research), Mr Philippe Froissard (European Commission, DG RTD, International 

Cooperation Projects) explained the rationale behind the Access4EU initiative. Subsequently, the 



following speakers presented the research opportunities in their respective countries: Mr Gerd 

Ruecker for Australia, Ms Sharon Irwin for Canada, Mr R.P. Singh for India, Ms Karla Falloon for New 

Zealand, Ms Natalia Mielech for Russia, Ms Sinead Quigley for South Korea, Mr Iqbal Parker for South 

Africa and Mr David Bruce Conn for the USA. After the presentations a networking cocktail was 

organised where participants had the opportunity to discuss in more detail how they can set up 

collaborations with Third Country research programmes. Participants came from all over the world 

and though most participants indicated that they were generally interested in the opportunities 

outside Europe, many had a preference for the following countries: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 

India, Russia, South Africa and the USA. 

Left: Audience of the Access4EU event a Crowne Plaza Europa Hotel. Right: Participants at the networking 

cocktail. (pictures Bodil Palmberg/EuropaMedia) 

 

Speakers at the Access4EU event at Crowne Plaza: Mr Philippe Froissard (European Commission), Mr Gerd 

Ruecker for Australia, Ms Sharon Irwin for Canada, Mr R.P. Singh for India, Ms Karla Falloon for New Zealand, 

Ms Natalia Mielech for Russia, Ms Sinead Quigley for South Korea, Mr Iqbal Parker for South Africa, Mr David 

Bruce Conn for the USA and Mr Ben Kubbinga (APRE). (pictures Bodil Palmberg/EuropaMedia) 

→ Presentations can be downloaded here: http://www.access4.eu/healthinfoday2011/  
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